MINUTES
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF STAFFORD, TEXAS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18, 2025

On the 18th day of June, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., the City Council of Stafford, Texas met
in regular session in the Council Chambers. Mayor Mathew called the meeting to
order. The following members of the City Council were present: Mayor Ken
Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem William K. Bostic Jr., and Council Members Alice Chen,
Xavier Herrera, Tim Wood, Virginia Rosas, and Wen Guerra (arrived at 6:32 p.m.).
Absent: None. The following City Staff were present: City Secretary Roxanne
Benitez, Chief of Police Richard Ramirez, Assistant Fire Chief Jose Magana, Chief
Financial Officer Alka Shah, Code Compliance Administrator Scott McElrath, Fire
Marshal Jon Lopez, and Olson and Olson Attorney Jeffrey Lubritz.

NOTE: Items appearing in these minutes are in the order they were discussed, not
necessarily in the order they appeared on the agenda.

1. Call to Order.
Mayor Mathew called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. Pledges of Allegiance.

Council Member Rosas led the pledge to the United States flag. Council Member
Herrera led the pledge to the Texas flag.

3. Public Comments.
Public Comments were received from the following:

e Cliff Cowperthwait, who lives at 111 Squires Bend, spoke regarding Public
Works not receiving any money in previous planning discussions. He
suggested placing two million each year, for five years, into a savings account
to replace the Public Works garage. Mr. Cowperthwait spoke about the
efficiency audit and added that it was a waste of money. He suggested that
the money be used wisely elsewhere.

4. Fifteen (15) minutes of History — City Historian Sadie Williams.

City Historian Sadie Williams provided history on the Stafford Historical Society
recently celebrating their thirty-fifth anniversary. She spoke on their
accomplishments. Mrs. Williams also spoke regarding the Stafford cemetery.
Several Council Members commended her..

5. (a) Discussion regarding proposals received for financial audit services.

Chief Financial Officer Alka Shah provided a PowerPoint presentation
regarding audit laws, the request for proposal (RFP) process, and proposals
received.



Ms. Shah answered questions from the Council Members.

Chris Pruitt, with PBH, LLP, also answered questions from the Council
Members.

(b) Discussion regarding Resolution approving the engagement letter for
financial audit services.

No discussion was held.

(c) Public Comments on items (a)-(b).

None.

(d) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on items (a)-(b).

Council Member Chen made a motion to approve Resolution No. 27-25, as
presented, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and
Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-0.

(a) Presentation, Update, and Discussion regarding interlocal agreement with
the Houston Humane Society and effect on the community.

Council Member Rosas advised that she requested the item be added to the
agenda.

Code Compliance Administrator Scott McElrath spoke on the current agreement
and provided a pre-recorded video, filmed at the Houston Humane Society,
highlighting their services.

Mr. McElrath answered questions from the Council Members. Several Council
Members commended him.

(b) Public comments on item (a).
None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

No action was taken.

At this time, Mayor Mathew announced that Agenda Items #7 and #12 would be
tabled as Director of Human Resources Shanell Garcia was unable to attend the
meeting.

7.

(a) Discussion regarding the organizational chart and succession plan for the
Public Works Department.

No discussion was held.
(b) Public comments on item (a).
None.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).
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No action was taken.

8. (a) Presentation and Discussion regarding the Stafford High School National
Honor Society School Uniform Drive and Fundraiser.
(b) Discussion regarding the City of Stafford possibly supporting the Stafford
High School National Honor Society School Uniform Drive and Fundraiser.

Council Member Wood advised that he requested that the item be added to the
agenda.

Oseas Romero, a Stafford High School (SHS) teacher and responsible for the SHS
National Honor Society, spoke regarding their service project. Adrian Espinosa,
Vice-President of the National Honor Society, spoke on the service project and
Stafford businesses that donated. Nicole Cortez, President of the National
Honor Society, spoke on items needed and location of donation boxes. She
requested a donation, posting of their project on City social media outlets, and
placement of donation boxes inside City Hall, Police Station, and Fire Stations.
Ms. Cortez spoke regarding the benefits of the service project.

Mr. Romero answered questions from the Council Members. The Council
Members commended Mr. Romero and the students.

(c) Public Comments on items (a)-(b).
Public Comments were received from the following:

e Cliff Cowperthwait, who lives at 111 Squires Bend, advised that he
donated two hundred dollars ($200) and challenged the Council Members
to match his donation.

(d) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on items (a)-(b).

Council Member Wood made a motion for the City do everything, that was
legally possible, for the Stafford National Honor Society drive, including placing
boxes inside the City Hall, Stafford Centre, and Civic Center, as well as
promoting the drive on all City social media platforms and SMETV, and Council
Member Rosas seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic,
and Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and Guerra voted “Aye”.
“Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-0.

Council Member Guerra exited the meeting at 8:01 p.m.

9. (a) Discussion regarding possible co-sponsorship of Stafford Municipal School
District’s (SMSD) Region 4 Texas Scholastic Esports Federation (TEXSEF)
qualifier competition.

Council Member Rosas advised that she requested this item be added to the
agenda.

Council Member Guerra entered the meeting at 8:02 p.m.

Council Member Rosas spoke about the Esports program. She also advised that
there was an opportunity for the City to cosponsor with SMSD. Council Member
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10.

Rosas introduced Ash Hamirani, SMSD Board President, to speak about the
Esports program.

President Hamirani provided details on the SMSD Esports program and
TEXSEF competition.

SMSD Board Trustee Manuel Hinojosa also spoke regarding the TEXSEF
competition.

(b) Public comments on item (a).
None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Rosas made a motion to use hotel occupancy tax funds for the
Stafford Municipal School District’s (SMSD) Region 4 Texas Scholastic Esports
Federation (TEXSEF) qualifier competition in April 2026, and Council Member
Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and
Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” —
None. Motion carried 7-0.

(a) Discussion regarding appointments to the Planning & Zoning Commission.

Council Members discussed the Commission Members whose terms were
expiring.

(b) Discussion regarding appointments to the Stafford Economic Development
Corporation (SEDC).

Council Members discussed SEDC Directors whose terms were expiring.
(c) Public Comments on items (a) — (b).
Public Comments were received from the following:

o Cliff Cowperthwait, who lives at 111 Squires Bend, advised that he
thought it was a bad idea for three Council Members, including the Mayor
to serve on the SEDC. He also advised that it could cause problems,
including possible quorums.

(d) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on items (a) — (b).

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic made a motion to re-appoint Gwen Goodwin, Randy
Krahn, Damon Leonetti, and himself to the SEDC and select Alice Chen to
replace Robert Sorbet, and Council Member Guerra seconded the motion. Mayor
Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and Guerra
voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Mayor Mathew. Motion carried 6-1.

At this time, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic made a subsequent motion to re-appoint
Clifford Cowperthwait, Aldrin George, Kenneth Grant, and Clint Mendonca to
the Planning and Zoning Commission, and Council Member Herrera seconded
the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen,
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Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-
0.

11.(a) Discussion regarding appointments to City Council & Advisory Committee
Appointments:
(1.) Humane
(i1.) Technology & Multimedia
(111.) Fourth of July
(iv.) Finance
(v.) Compensation, Personnel Policy, & Benefits
(vi.) Legislative
(vii.) Stafford Centre
(viii.) Juneteenth
(ix.) Parks
(x.) Drainage, Flood Mitigation, and Subsidence Committee.

Council Members discussed the Committee appointments.

City Secretary Roxanne Benitez spoke regarding citizen interest in the Parks,
Juneteenth, and Drainage, Flood Mitigation, and Subsidence Committees.

(b) Public Comments on item (a).
None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on items (1.) — (x).

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic made a motion to appoint Council Member Chen, Mayor
Mathew, and himself to the Finance Committee, and Council Member Chen
seconded the motion.

After discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic,
and Council Members Chen and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Council Members
Herrera and Wood. Abstained — Council Member Rosas. Motion carried 4-2-1.

At this time, Council Member Wood made a motion to appoint Mayor Pro Tem
Bostic, Clay Foster, Sadie Williams, and himself to the Drainage, Flood
Mitigation, and Subsidence Committee, and Council Member Herrera seconded
the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen,
Herrera, Wood, and Rosas voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Council Member Guerra. Motion
carried 6-1.

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic made a motion to appoint Council Member Chen, Council
Member Guerra, and himself to the Stafford Centre Committee, and Council
Member Guerra seconded the motion.

After discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic,
and Council Members Chen and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Council Members
Herrera, Wood, and Rosas. Motion carried 4-3. ’
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Council Member Wood made a motion to appoint Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, Harvey
Koudelka, Linda Burks, Janeth Espinal, Zachary LaVallies, Ray Thomas, John
Rose, Trina Reed, Liza Knight-Mendonca, Linda Allen, and himself to the Parks
Committee. The motion was not seconded, motion failed.

At this time, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic made a motion to appoint Council Member
Guerra, Harvey Koudelka, Linda Burks, Janeth Espinal, Zachary LaVallies, Ray
Thomas, John Rose, Trina Reed, Liza Knight-Mendonca, Linda Allen, and

himself to the Parks Committee, and Council Member Guerra seconded the
motion.

After discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council
Members Chen and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Mayor Mathew and Council
Members Herrera, Wood, and Rosas. Motion failed 3-4.

After a brief discussion, Council Member Wood made a subsequent motion to
appoint Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, Harvey Koudelka, Linda Burks, Janeth Espinal,
Zachary LaVallies, Ray Thomas, John Rose, Trina Reed, Liza Knight-Mendonca,
Linda Allen, and himself to the Parks Commaittee, and Council Member Herrera
seconded the motion.

After discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic,
and Council Members Herrera, Wood, and Rosas voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Council
Members Chen and Guerra. Motion carried 5-2.

Council Member Chen made a motion to appoint Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, Council
Member Herrera, and herself to the Compensation, Personnel Policy, & Benefits
Committee, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and
Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-0.

At this time, Council Member Wood made a motion to appoint Mayor Mathew,
Council Member Herrera, and himself to the Legislative Committee, and Mayor
Pro Tem Bostic seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic,
and Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and Guerra voted “Aye”.
“Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-0.

Council Member Wood made a subsequent motion to appoint Mayor Pro Tem
Bostic, Council Member Chen, Council Member Guerra, Rodney Butler, Linda
Burks, and Clint Mendonca to the Juneteenth Committee, and Council Member
Rosas seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council
Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None.
Motion carried 7-0.

At this time, Council Member Guerra made a motion to appoint Council Member
Chen and himself to the Fourth of July Committee, and Mayor Pro Tem Bostic
seconded the motion.
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After discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council
Members Chen and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Mayor Mathew, and Council
Members Herrera, Wood, and Rosas. Motion failed 3-4.

At this time, Council Member Wood made a motion to appoint Council Members
Chen and Rosas to the Fourth of July Committee, and Council Member Rosas
seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, and Council Members Herrera, Wood, and
Rosas voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen
and Guerra. Motion carried 4-3.

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic made a motion to appoint Council Member Guerra,
Council Member Rosas, and Council Member Chen to the Humane Committee.
The motion was not seconded, motion failed.

At this time, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic made a subsequent motion to appoint
Council Member Rosas, Council Member Chen, and himself to the Humane
Committee, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and
Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-0.

After a brief discussion, Council Member Wood made a motion to appoint
Council Member Herrera, Council Member Rosas, and himself to the Technology
and Multimedia Committee, and Council Member Chen seconded the motion.
Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen, Herrera,
Wood, Rosas, and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-0.

12. (a) Discussion regarding a performance and efficiency audit.
No discussion was held.
(b) Public Comments on item (a).
None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

No action was taken.

13.(a) Consent Agenda (Items 1i.-i.). Any item tagged will be discussed and
considered at the conclusion of this item or at the next regular City Council
Meeting; any item approved will include payment of expenses.

(i.) Request from the Police Department to accept a monetary donation of $50.00
from R. Mohammed.

No discussion was held.

(b) Public Comments on item (a).

None.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on items (i.-1.).

Council Member Herrera made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as
presented, and Council Member Chen seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
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Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, and Council Members Chen, Herrera, Wood, Rosas, and
Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 7-0.

14.(a) Approval of Minutes from the May 21, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting.

15.

(b) Approval of Minutes from the May 29, 2025 Special Called City Council
Meeting.
(c) Approval of Minutes from the June 4, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting.

Council Member Herrera exited the meeting at 9:11 p.m.

No discussion was held.

(d) Public Comments on items (a)-(c).

None

(e) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on items (a)-(c).

Council Member Chen made a motion to approve all minutes, as presented, and
Council Member Wood seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem
Bostic, and Council Members Chen, Wood, Rosas, and Guerra voted “Aye”. “Nay”
— None. Motion carried 6-0.

Council Reports.

Mayor Mathew
o Advised that Planning and Zoning Chair, Lana Hoesing, passed away
recently. He offered his condolences to her family.

Council Member Chen
e Spoke on the passing of Lana Hoesing and her relationship with her. She
requested a moment of silence.

Council Member Herrera entered the meeting at 9:16 p.m.

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic
e Spoke on the passing of Lana Hoesing. He spoke about his experience
with her on the Planning and Zoning Commission. He requested a
moment of silence.
e Advised that Juneteenth was on the following day and added that it was
the 160th anniversary. He provided some history on Juneteenth.

Council Member Rosas

e Spoke on Lana Hoesing, her relationship with her, and everything she did
for the community.

Council Member Herrera

e Spoke on Lana Hoesing and his relationship with her. He offered his
condolences to her family.

Council Member Wood

e He offered his condolences to the Hoesing family. He spoke on Lana
Hoesing and his relationship with her.
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Council Member Guerra
e He thanked the Hoesing family for sharing Lana Hoesing with this
community. He spoke on his relationship with her and her experience.
He provided funeral arrangements.
e Advised that his son, Michael, would be 38 years old on Juneteenth.
¢ He commended the Juneteenth Committee Members for a successful
Juneteenth event. He provided some history on Juneteenth.

Council Member Wood
e He commended the Juneteenth Committee Members and spoke on
Juneteenth event.
o Advised that it was hurricane season and urged everyone to be prepared.
e Spoke on Father’s Day.

Council Member Rosas

e Spoke on the success of the Juneteenth Celebration.

e Commended City Secretary Roxanne Benitez for receiving her Master
Municipal Clerk certification and for being recognized on the Municipal
Clerks Honor Roll.

e Advised that June 28 would be the fifth anniversary of former mayor
Leonard Scarcella’s passing.

e Advised she and her husband would be celebrating their 44th wedding
anniversary on June 20.

e Advised that VFW Post 4010 held a garage sale the previous weekend.
She suggested that all support VFW 4010.

Council Member Chen
e Commended Juneteenth Chair, Mayor Pro Tem Bostic, on a successful
Juneteenth event. She thanked the Committee Members.
e She wished a happy birthday to Michael Guerra.

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic

e Thanked the Juneteenth Committee Members for their service.

e Thanked Mayor Mathew for making Juneteenth a City holiday. He also
thanked the Council Members for making Martin Luther King Jr. a City
holiday.

e Spoke on the Pitre Boys Foundation.

Mayor Mathew
e Wished everyone a happy Juneteenth. He spoke on Martin Luther King
Jr., Mahatma Ghandi, and the importance of Juneteenth.
e Thanked Mayor Pro Tem Bostic for a successful Juneteenth event.

Council Member Guerra
e He spoke on events held at the Juneteenth Celebration.

At this time a moment of silence was held for Lana Hoesing.

16.Council Member requests for future agenda items.
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Council Member Guerra requested a discussion item regarding a moratorium on
warehouses and a report from legal counsel.

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic requested a discussion item regarding ordinances on
parking vehicles larger than cars and trucks.

Mayor Pro Tem Bostic requested a discussion item regarding creating a trap,
neuter, and release program (TNR) for feral cats.

Council Member Wood requested a discussion item regarding appointments to
the Charter Review Commission.

17. Adjournment.
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:44 p.m.

ATTEST:

K Mochts

Ken Mathew
Mayor

Roxanne Benitez
City Secretary
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