MINUTES
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY OF STAFFORD, TEXAS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16, 2025

On the 16th day of April, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., the City Council of Stafford, Texas met
in regular session in the Council Chambers. Mayor Mathew called the meeting to
order. The following members of the City Council were present: Mayor Ken
Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Alice Chen, and Council Members William K. Bostic Jr.
(arrived at 6:45 p.m.), Tim Wood, Virginia Rosas, and Xavier Herrera. Absent:
Council Member Christopher Caldwell. The following City Staff were present: City
Secretary Roxanne Benitez, Director of Public Works/Development Services Kyle
Jung, Director of Human Resources Shanell Garcia, Police Captain Nathan Cohn,
and City Attorney Bridgette Begle.

NOTE: Items appearing in these minutes are in the order they were discussed, not
necessarily in the order they appeared on the agenda.

1. Call to Order.
Mayor Mathew called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. Executive session as authorized by Chapter 551, Texas Government Code,
Section 551.071(1)(A), pending or contemplated litigation; Section 551.071(2),
authorized under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the
State Bar of Texas, and Section 551.074 (1), to deliberate the duties of a public
officer or employee, to wit: Assistant City Secretary.

The City Council went into executive session at 6:31 p.m.
The City Council came out of executive session at 6:56 p.m.

The City Council meeting resumed at 7:00 p.m.

3. Pledges of Allegiance.

Council Member Wood led the pledge to the United States flag. Council Member
Herrera led the pledge to the Texas flag.

4. Consideration of appropriate action on items discussed in Executive Session.

Council Member Wood made a motion to hire Renote Cross as the Assistant City
Secretary, and Council Member Rosas seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera
voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

At this time, Council Member Wood made a motion to take Agenda Item 6 before
Agenda Item 5, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera
voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.



6. Proclamation — Public Service Recognition Week.

The proclamation was read aloud, via pre-recorded video, declaring May 4-10,
2025 as Public Service Recognition Week in the City of Stafford.

5. Certificate of Recognition — Otis Brown.

The certificate of recognition was read aloud, via pre-recorded video, recognizing
Otis Brown, a long-term City employee.

7. Public Comments.

None.

8. (a) Discussion regarding a Resolution approving the Amendment to Resolution
No. 50-24 for the Professional Services contract with Jones Engineering.

Director of Public Works Kyle Jung spoke regarding the amended professional
services agreement and resolution.

(b) Public comments on item (a).
Public Comments were received from the following:

o Ray Thomas, who lives at 614 Go Man Go Drive, spoke on the lack of a
presentation as well as the lack of discussion from City Council.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Wood advised that the agenda item was discussed in executive
session and City Council decided not to act on the agenda item at this time.

Council Member Bostic advised that the Stafford Economic Development
Corporation (SEDC) would discuss and act on the item as this was an SEDC
project.

Bob Jones, with Jones Engineering, spoke on requests for proposals, a possible
license violation, and previous City projects.

Director of Public Works/Development Services Kyle Jung provided history on
various contracts and resolutions regarding Jones Engineering.

Council Members and City Staff discussed state laws and ordinances regarding
requests for qualifications. City Attorney Bridgette Begle spoke regarding the
history with Jones Engineering and what options the City Council had.

Mayor Pro Tem Chen made a motion to table the item to the May 7, 2025
Regular City Council meeting, and Council Member Rosas seconded the motion.

After discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and
Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None.
Motion carried 6-0.
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9. (a) Discussion regarding a Resolution approving the participation in the Texas
Cooperative Liquid Assets Securities System (CLASS) Trust program.

Chief Financial Officer Alka Shah spoke regarding the Texas CLASS trust
program.

Ms. Shah answered questions from the Council Members.
(b) Public comments on item (a).
Public Comments were received from the following:

e Cliff Cowperthwait, who lives at 111 Squires Bend, spoke in favor of the
agenda item.

e Ray Thomas, who lives at 614 Go Man Go Drive, spoke regarding the
Texas CLASS program and his concerns on their fees. Chief Financial
Officer Alka Shah advised that there were no fees involved with this
program.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Mayor Pro Tem Chen motioned to approve Resolution No. 21-25, as presented,
and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion.

After a brief discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem
Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera voted “Aye”.
“Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

At this time, Council Member Wood made a motion to take Agenda Item 14 out of
order, and Mayor Mathew seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem
Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, and Herrera voted “Aye”. “Nay’ —
Council Member Rosas. Motion carried 5-1.

14.(a) Discussion regarding maintenance of Randall Street, including, but not
limited to, ownership and responsibility of streetlights.

Council Member Wood advised that he requested that this item be added to the
agenda and asked Director of Public Works/Development Services Kyle Jung to
speak on the subject.

Mr. Jung spoke on the dimensions and size of Randall Street. He advised that,
per the subdivision ordinance, city streets were required to be sixty (60) feet
wide, and Randall Street was twenty-two (22) feet wide. Mr. Jung spoke on the
streetlights located on Randall Street and Staffordshire Road.

Mr. Jung answered questions from the Council Members. Council Members
spoke on their concerns.

(b) Public comments on item (a).

Public Comments were received from the following:
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e Ray Thomas, who lives at 614 Go Man Go Drive, suggested that City
Council seek legal advice regarding what their options were. He spoke
regarding condemnation.

o Katherine Johnson, who lives at 2519 Randall Street, thanked the City
Council for speaking on the item. She spoke regarding imminent domain,
current streetlights, and asked why the streetlights could not be upgraded.

e Cliff Cowperthwait, who lives at 111 Squires Bend, spoke regarding
Randall Street, current structures on the street, and asked if the street
was a public or private street.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Wood made a motion to find legal ways, such as designating
Randall Street as a City alleyway, so that the City could provide adequate
lighting, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion.

Council Member Rosas exited the meeting at 8:56 p.m.
Council Member Rosas entered the meeting at 8:57 p.m.

After discussion the vote was taken. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and
Council Members Wood and Herrera voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Council Members
Bostic and Rosas. Motion carried 4-2.

10.(a) Discussion regarding the current percentage of City spending that benefits
local businesses and exploration of ways to increase the City’s spending within
the community.

Council Member Rosas advised that she requested this item be added to the
agenda. She spoke on using local businesses and including the use of local
businesses in the purchasing policy.

Chief Financial Officer Alka Shah spoke regarding the current purchasing policy
and advised on amendments to the purchasing policy that could be implemented
to increase use of local businesses.

Ms. Shah answered questions from the Council Members.
(b) Public comments on item (a).
Public Comments were received from the following:

e Ray Thomas, who lives at 614 Go Man Go Drive, suggested that the City
use local businesses as much as possible.

Council Member Wood made a motion to allow Mr. Thomas to speak for an
additional minute, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor
Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas,
and Herrera voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.
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e Mr. Thomas spoke on the City using local businesses so that businesses
could improve their staff and building. He also spoke about providing
services for the citizens.

o Cliff Cowperthwait, who lives at 111 Squires Bend, spoke on the lack of
City staff and suggested changing the purchasing policy to provide an
advantage to local businesses.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

No action was taken.

11.(a) Discussion regarding Interim Pay requests for the Public Works Department.

Director of Public Works Kyle Jung spoke regarding the interim pay requests for
Ian Sargent and Jose Chaman, Jr. He advised that the interim pay would last
until the end of the fiscal year or when the Public Works Superintendent was
hired, whichever was sooner.

Mzr. Jung answered questions from the Council Members.
(b) Public comments on item (a).

None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Herrera made a motion to approve the agenda item, as
presented, and Council Member Wood seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera
voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

At this time, Council Member Bostic made a motion to take Agenda Item 15 out of
order, and Council Member Rosas seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro
Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera voted “Aye”.
“Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

15.(a) Discussion regarding the Stafford Business Symposium in collaboration with
Texas Workforce Solutions.

Council Member Bostic advised that he requested that this item be added to the
agenda. He spoke regarding the event and asked James Cardenas, with
Workforce Solutions, to speak on the event.

Council Member Herrera exited the meeting at 9:16 p.m.

James Cardenas, with Workforce Solutions, spoke on their organization,
services, and the event. He advised that the business symposium was scheduled
for May 1, 2025, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the Stafford Centre.

Council Member Herrera entered the meeting at 9:21 p.m.

Mr. Cardenas answered questions from the Council Members.
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Council Member Bostic also answered questions from the Council Members.
(b) Public comments on item (a).
Public Comments were received from the following:

e Director of Multimedia Robert Frith asked for clarification on the date of
the event. Council Member Bostic confirmed that the event was on May 1.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Bostic made a motion to waive the rental fee for the Stafford
Centre in the amount of $8,640.00, and Council Member Wood seconded the
motion.

After discussion, the vote was taken. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and
Council Member Bostic voted “Aye”. “Nay” Council Members Wood, Rosas, and
Herrera. Motion carried 6-0.

12.(a) Discussion regarding employee efficiency audit and associated cost.

Council Member Bostic requested that this item be added to the agenda. He
spoke on firms that could perform the efficiency audit.

Council Member Bostic answered questions from the other Council Members.
Council Members spoke regarding their concerns.

(b) Public comments on item (a).

Public Comments were received from the following:

e Cliff Cowperthwait, who lives at 111 Squires Bend, advised that the City
did not have the money for an audit, nor did the employees have the time
to complete an audit. He also advised that the City of Houston’s audit was
very lengthy. Mr. Cowperthwait advised that the Departments were short
staffed, short on budget, and doing the best they could.

(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Wood made a motion to table the agenda item, and Council
Member Rosas seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew and Council Members
Wood and Rosas voted “Aye”. “Nay” — Mayor Pro Tem Chen and Council Member
Bostic. Motion carried 4-2.

13.(a) Update and Discussion from Street Level regarding development of the
GRID.

Council Member Wood advised that he requested that this item be added to the
agenda.

Director of Public Works/Development Services Kyle Jung advised that Street
Level would attend the May 7, 2025 Regular City Council meeting.

(b) Public comments on item (a).
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None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Wood made a motion to reschedule the agenda item to the May
7, 2025 Regular City Council meeting, and Council Member Rosas seconded the
motion. Mayor Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic,
Wood, Rosas, and Herrera voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

16.(a) Presentation and Discussion regarding a collaboration with the African
American Male Wellness Agency for the 2025 Juneteenth Celebration.

Council Member Bostic advised that he requested that this item be added to the
agenda. He also advised that the organization was unable to attend and would
like to table the item until the next meeting.

Council Member Bostic answered questions from the other Council Members.
(b) Public comments on item (a).

None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Council Member Bostic made a motion to table to the May 7, 2025 Regular City
Council meeting, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor
Mathew, Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Member Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and
Herrera voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

17. Council Reports.

Council Member Wood

Spoke regarding Otis Brown and his service to the City.

Wished a Good Friday and Happy Easter to those who celebrated.
Spoke regarding the SMSD track, tennis, and UIL teams.

Spoke regarding STAAR testing and mental health awareness.

Council Member Rosas
e Wished her husband happy birthday.

e Wished Sadie Williams happy birthday, who celebrated on Monday, April
14.

Advised that the previous week was Telecommunicator’s Week.
Advised that it was Holy Week.
Advised that Early Voting was April 22 to 29, with Election Day on May 3.

Spoke regarding the National Day of Prayer event at the fountains in City
Hall on May 1.

e Spoke regarding Cinco de Mayo, May 5, and provided history on it.

Mavor Pro Tem Chen

e Advised that she attended Otis Brown’s funeral. She read his obituary
and requested a moment of silence.

Council Member Bostic
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e Wished everyone a Happy Easter.

e Advised that Early Voting was April 22 to 29.

e Advised that Election Day was May 3 and voting was at City Hall.
e Wished his mother, Denise Bostic, happy birthday.

Council Member Herrera
e Wished his wife happy birthday, who would be celebrating on April 19.
e Wished everyone a Happy Easter and Passover.

Council Member Wood

e Thanked Mayor Mathew for attending an event to congratulate him on
receiving an award.

Council Member Rosas

e Offered condolences to the family of Otis Brown. She spoke about his
contributions to the City.

Council Member Herrera
e Spoke regarding Otis Brown and his contributions to the City.

Mayor Mathew
e Spoke regarding Otis Brown and his relationship with him.

Council Member Rosas

e Spoke regarding Mayor Mathew offering his thoughts and prayers he gave
to her brother.

Council Member Herrera
e Spoke regarding Mayor Mathew attending his son’s graduation
celebration and their friendship.
Mayor Mathew
e Wished everyone a Happy Easter. He spoke on the history of Easter.

At this time a moment of silence was held for Otis Brown.

18.(a) Consent Agenda (Items 1.-1.). Any item tagged will be discussed and
considered at the conclusion of this item or at the next regular City Council
Meeting; any item approved will include payment of expenses.

(i.) Resolution approving an amendment to Resolution No. 43-24 for the contract
with Omnigo Software, LLC for Police Department software systems.

No discussion was held.

(b) Public Comments on item (a).

None.

(c) Possible consideration of appropriate action on items (i.-1.).

Council Member Rosas made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, as
presented, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
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Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera
voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

19.(a) Approval of Minutes from the April 2, 2025 Regular City Council Meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Chen advised that she contacted the City Secretary prior to the
meeting with a suggested revision.

(b) Public Comments on item (a).
None.
(c) Possible Consideration of appropriate action on item (a).

Mayor Pro Tem Chen made a motion to approve the minutes, with the suggested
revision, and Council Member Herrera seconded the motion. Mayor Mathew,
Mayor Pro Tem Chen, and Council Members Bostic, Wood, Rosas, and Herrera
voted “Aye”. “Nay” — None. Motion carried 6-0.

20. Council Member requests for future agenda items.

Council Member Wood requested an agenda item, if necessary, that Council
Reports be placed on the agenda prior to the Council Member requests for future
agenda items. City Secretary Roxanne Benitez advised that the agenda order
was an administrative action, and the Mayor could simply advise of the change
for it to be implemented. Mayor Mathew advised to make the change on future
agendas.

21. Adjournment.
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

ATTEST:
Roxanne Benitez Ken Mathew
City Secretary Mayor
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